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Shchekinoazot: new goals lie ahead

Alexander Rybas, State Secretary and Deputy Head of the 
Federal Service for Environmental, Technological, and Nuclear 
Supervision, presented Boris Sokol with the L.G. Melnikov medal 
of the Federal Service for Environmental, Technological, and 
Nuclear Supervision.

On May 24–25 Shchekino 
district celebrated the 
Chemist's Day

On May 24 an official meeting 
was held in the village of Pervomaisky. 
Shchekinoazot, an industrial giant of 
the region, honored its employees 
on the day. Regional leaders, guests, 
Shchekinoazot business partners, 
company management, employees, and 
industry veterans gathered at the Khimik 
Community Center.

Shchekinoazot celebrates its 64th 
anniversary this year. The company 
has gone through a long journey of 
achievements, challenges, and victories. 
Founded in 1955, the plant has grown 
into one of the leading chemical 
companies in Russia. The company also 
plays a significant role on the global 
market. It's a major exporter to countries 
in Western and Eastern Europe.

Vyacheslav Fedorishchev, the 
First Deputy Governor of Tula Region, 
congratulated the participants on behalf 
of the Governor of Tula Region, Alexey 
Dyumin. He stressed the important role 
of the enterprise in the socio-economic 
development of the region:

" L a r g e - s c a l e 
projects implemented 
one after the other, 
new high-tech products 
and jobs created 
are the result of the 
work of thousands of 

employees whom we congratulate on the 
Chemist's Day today. The most important 
asset of any enterprise is its people. It 
is your dedicated work that has written 
the glorious history of the company. 
Your skills and desire to improve the 
company and the quality of products 
leave no doubt that you will have many 
new achievements in the future.”

Vyacheslav Fedorishchev presented 
regional awards to best employees.

Success strategy
Boris Sokol, President of OAO 

Shchekinoazot, told participants about 
the company's achievements and its 
future plans:

"First, I want to congratulate 
those present at the meeting: we're 
surrounded by people who make our 
company strong, confidently pursue its 
goals, and contribute to its development! 
And I want to thank everyone who has 
come to celebrate our success, who 
has supported us in difficult situations 

that arise in any large and important 
project!

Recalling the past year, which was 
victorious, bright, historical, and very 
important for the company, I want to say 
that our team  achieved everything we 
dreamed of and strived for over the past 
few years. The company has launched 
four new modern high-tech production 
facilities. Projects were implemented in 
the shortest possible time, and all of the 
work was done without interrupting the 
plant's regular operation.

...After completing four projects, 
we immediately proceeded to three new 
ones! Today we cannot be complacent 
because quite often a stop means not 
only stagnation, but also defeat. Stability 
is a sweet word, but it does not imply 
any development.

Over the past 14 years we have 
implemented 16 investment projects 
and invested around 1 billion dollars into 
production.

Our strategy includes three big and 
important stages: stabilization, growth, 
diversification.

At the moment we're working 
on the implementation of the third-
stage projects (diversification). The 
most important projects of this stage 
are Methanol-500 and the production 
of nitric acid and ammonium nitrate, 
as well as ammonia and carbamide. 
The Methanol-500 production facility 
will allow the company to produce 1.5 
million tons of methanol per year and 
become the European leader in terms of 
production.

All Shchekinoazot projects are 
aimed at increasing the export potential 
of the region. By 2024, the company's 
exports will reach $760 million, which is 
2.5 times higher than in 2018.

Labor productivity will increase 
threefold by 2024.

The above-mentioned Shchekinoazot 
projects are not the only ones the 
company is working on. We've already 
started implementing the fourth stage 
of the investment program — and active 
development of the industrial site in 
Efremov.”

Boris Sokol warmly thanked the 
governor, the government of the region, 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the 
Russian Federation for supporting the 
company's projects and helping to solve 
urgent problems.

Mission of respect 
and help

Shchekinoazot is focused not only 
on large investment projects, but also on 

Guests visit the upgraded fountain in front of the Khimik 
Community Center. May 25, 2019. A city holiday for Shchekino residents held on the Chemist's Day.

charitable programs. It helps children, 
veterans, social institutions, and the 
village of Pervomaisky, which looks 
better every day. Local residents now 
have one more cozy summer holiday 
place — a fountain. A new welcome sign 
has also been placed at the entrance to 
the village. Another  social initiative of 
the company is the building of sports 
infrastructure: in April, a foundation 
stone ceremony, marking the beginning 
of the construction of the Ice Palace 
complex, was held in Shchekino.

"We respect every 
employee working for 
the company," says 
Sergey Tsukanov, 
shift foreman of the 
oxygen department, 
who was awarded the 

title of "Honorary Chemist” this year. "I 
have been working here since 1985. I 
started working as an operator at the air 
separation department, then I became 
assistant foreman, and now I'm a shift 
foreman. And I have never regretted my 
choice. I advise young people to go and 
work for Shchekinoazot as there are very 
good prospects here!

Alexey Knya
zev, head of the 
c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n 
depart ment of the 
caprolactam work

shop, was also 
awarded the title of 

"Honorary Chemist."

"I came to Shchekinoazot in 2000. 
I was an operator, a master, and I have 
held my current position since 2003. My 
award is the result of the work of all of 
the company's staff as our employees 
are constantly working on their self-
improvement. It is pleasing and gives 
strength for new achievements!" says 
Alexey Nikolaevich.

Elena Moseva, 
deputy head of the 
centralized technical 
control department, 
received a letter 
of thanks from the 
Governor: "In addition 

to work, I am actively engaged in 
mentoring. Since 2006, when I came to 
work at Shchekinoazot, we have trained 
over 70 young professionals. They went 
on to become great members of our 
team helping to control the production 
process.”

A city holiday
...And the next day, a traditional 

festival celebrating the Chemist's Day 
was held in Shchekino. And this is one 
more gift presented to residents by 
Shchekinoazot.

While addressing Shchekino 
residents, State Duma Deputy 
Natalia Pilius emphasized the 
company's contribution to the social 
sphere, because apart from successful 
production activities, the company is 

engaged in different charitable activities. 
Helping Shchekino district residents 
is a good tradition, and each year the 
number of activities grows. Thanks to 
Shchekinoazot, Shchekino has received: 
new modern street lighting, a Christmas 
tree and festive lighting, a children's 
playground on Yemelyanova street, a 
chemical and technological class and 
a dentist's room at MBEI "Lyceum". 
Dozens of Shchekino young talents 
received support from Shchekinoazot. 
And in 2019, Shchekino residents are 
waiting for more surprises. Residents 
thank the city-forming enterprise and its 
president, Boris Sokol, for support and 
assistance to the Shchekino district.

 Irina Podchufarova, HR and 
Social Development Director 
at Shchekinoazot, congratulated 
employees and veterans of the chemical 
industry, as well as local residents of 
the district, where almost every family 
has some connection with the chemical 
industry and Shchekinoazot. She noted 
that today many young employees come 
to work at the plant, and the number 
of descendent chemists and glorious 
Shchekinoazot dynasties is growing.

 Elena Rybalchenko and 
Alexander Hamburg, district leaders, 
greeted people who gathered on the 
main square of Shchekino:

"The chemical industry is now the 
leading industry in the economy of the 
municipality, which employs a significant 
part of the population not only in 
Shchekino district, but also in nearby 
areas and the regional center."

"I'm very glad to see not only 
employees of the company and local 
residents, but also Tula residents," says 
Alexander Kostikov who has worked 
at Shchekinoazot for 12 years. "The 
holiday gives not only a positive mood, 
but also unites people. Look at the many 
happy faces around! Shchekinoazot is 
always one step ahead of time thanks 
to constant development and self-
improvement, modernization, and the 
launch of new facilities, and this is the 
key to a reliable and successful future 
of the company and the entire chemical 
industry in Russia.”

Many creative teams from Tula 
region gave performances on Lenin 
square. Shchekino residents danced and 
listened to Tula pop-music stars. The 
concert ended with a performance by 
singer and songwriter Sergey Trofimov. 
Fireworks marked the end of the colorful 
holiday.

Mikhail KOPANITSA.


